Alcohol Beverage Policy

I.  POLICY                    

This policy provides guidelines for the consumption of alcoholic beverages on campus by individuals as well organized groups of faculty, staff, students and guests. The intent of this policy is to encourage the use and the non-use of alcohol in a manner that promotes health, safety and responsibility, while discouraging alcohol abuse. Thus, the serving and consumption of alcoholic beverages at approved events and permissible individual activities is to be amenity to well planned and structured programs; it is not to be the indispensable and essential program element. 

This Policy includes all functions where alcoholic beverages are consumed. This includes third party vending, “ B.Y.O.B.,” sales, and where other distribution methods are utilized. 

II. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
The use of alcoholic beverages by members of the University of South Florida community is at all times subject to the alcohol beverage laws of the State of Florida and the City of St. Petersburg. Such laws include: 

A.
Regulation of Sales

   
Statute 561.422- Non-profit civic organizations, temporary permits

Upon filing an application with the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco and payment of $25 per day, a permit may be issued authorizing a bona fide non- profit civic organization to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises only, for a period not to exceed three (3) days, subject to any state law or municipal or county ordinances regulating the time for selling such beverages. Sale of alcoholic beverages includes any admission charge, sales of cups, sale of tickets, donations, etc.

Convicted violators of this statue shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree.

B.
Drinking Age Laws


Statue 562.11 (1a & 2) – Selling, giving or serving alcoholic beverages to persons under age 21;  Misrepresenting or misstating age or age of another to induce licensee to serve alcoholic beverages to persons under 21. 

It is unlawful for any person to sell, serve or permit to be served alcoholic beverages to a person under twenty-one (21) years of age- or to permit a person under 21 years of age to consume said beverages on licensed premises. Anyone convicted of violation of the provision hereof is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second- degree punishable in s. 775.082 ors: 775.083.

It is unlawful for any person to misrepresent or misstate his or her age or the age of any other person for the purpose of inducing any licensee or his agents or employees to sell, give, serve, or deliver any alcoholic beverage to a person under 21 years of age.


Statue 562.111 – Possession of alcoholic beverages by persons under age 21 prohibited.

It is unlawful for any person under the age of 21 years…to have in his or her possession alcoholic beverages. Convicted violators of this statute are guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.


Statue 322.141 Section 8 – This act shall take effect July 1, 1985, except that:

… insofar as they raise the legal age of persons who may be licensed under the Beverage Law or who may consume or possess alcoholic beverages, shall not apply to persons born on or before June 30, 1966.

C.  Open containers outside designated areas.


Ordinance No. 418- G Section 3-15- Consumption of alcohol in public places. 

(a)  Prohibited activities…it shall be unlawful for any person to consume, and for any person, to carry in any cup, open can or other open or unsealed container any alcoholic beverage in any public right-of-way, including streets, sidewalks and alleys. 

III. GUIDELINES

A.  Consumption of alcohol on the USFSP St. Petersburg campus is limited to approved events and areas clearly designated for sale and consumption of alcohol. Any individual failing to comply may be found to be in violation of University policy, city ordinance, and applicable state laws and may be subject to prosecution.

B.  The restriction of this policy applies to faculty, staff, students, University- related groups, and organizations (e.g., Alumni Association), and non- University groups who are permitted temporary use of facilities. When any of the aforementioned groups wish to serve alcoholic beverages at an event, the group first must receive approval from the Campus Dean or Director responsible for the organization as well as the individual responsible for the intended location of the event. 

C.  Those wanting to sponsor an event where alcohol will be served must complete and comply with all aspects of the process outlined in the Event Registration Packet including contact with the facility manager, campus police, parking services, etc. The Event Registration Packet must be completed and submitted to the Director of Student Affairs or designee for approval. Upon receiving approval from the Director, the event can proceed as planned.

Approval for an event will be granted on the terms and conditions set forth in the following guidelines:

1.  The sponsoring individual or group is responsible for ensuring that the event complies with the USFSP Alcohol Beverages Policy.

2.  (a)  Except for events that are open to the public, all participants at a University or group-related

        event, students, faculty and staff must present a valid USFSP identification card to gain entrance                                                               to the event. 

(b)
Except for events that are open to the public, non-University guests who wish to attend an event sponsored by a University group or person must be accompanied by a USFSP representative (student, faculty or staff member) with a valid USFSP identification card, whether or not alcoholic beverages are being served. Non-University guest must show a valid driver’s license or other form of pictured identification, as listed in 3.b.

(c)
Each individual is liable for all of his/her actions at all time, regardless of his/her mental of physical state, even if altered by alcoholic beverages. Additionally, each organized group is responsible for the behavior of its members and guests whenever sponsoring an event. 

3.    (a) The serving of alcoholic beverages must adhere to Alcoholic Beverages laws.

 (b)  Participants wishing to consume alcoholic beverages at the event must present proper identification. The following are the only acceptable forms of identification, according to Florida law: 



Florida Driver’s License 

State of Florida Personal Identification card



Passport



Active Military Identification card (green)



Out of State Driver’s License

4.   No state funds nor state accounts may be used to purchase alcoholic beverages.

5.  Individuals and University groups who sponsor events where alcoholic beverages are served are prohibited from charging for the alcohol, whether directly or indirectly, unless they have purchased a temporary alcoholic beverage license from the Florida Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco (1313 N. Tampa Street, Suite 909, Tampa, Florida, 33602, 813-272-2610).

6.  For all events where alcohol is served, the Director of Student Affairs will determine the length of the event and the amount of alcohol to be served based upon the nature of the event and the number and age of the anticipated individuals attending. (Please refer to the Alcoholic Beverage Planning Chart in this policy.) 

7.  Non-alcoholic beverages, excluding water and food items must be available at the same place as the alcoholic beverages and readily accessible as long as the alcoholic beverages are available. These non-alcoholic beverages must be featured as prominently as the alcoholic beverages and must be available for no more than the price of the alcoholic beverages. Adequate proportions of non-alcoholic beverages and food will be considered as criteria for the event approval. 

8.  The only alcoholic beverages that may be possessed or consumed at campus events are those alcoholic beverages served at the event, and the served alcoholic beverages must be consumed within the facility designated for the event. 

9. The University Police Department will be responsible for making a determination of adequate security needs at events where alcohol is served based on location, entertainment present and other factors relevant to providing adequate security. The sponsoring group(s) will be responsible for offsetting security- related costs.
10.  The sponsoring group’s advertising efforts must not detract from the fundamental principle that alcohol will be served as and amenity to the event.  Advertisements for any university events where alcohol beverages are served shall mention the availability of nonalcoholic beverages as prominently as alcohol. Alcohol should not be used as an inducement to participate in a campus event.  Promotional materials including advertising for any university event shall not make reference to the amount of alcoholic beverages (such as the number of beer kegs) available.  Such advertising is subject to review and approval by the Director of Student Affairs or designee.

11.  Individuals sponsoring the event should implement precautionary measures to ensure that alcoholic beverages are not accessible or served to persons under legal drinking age or to persons who appear intoxicated.

12.  At social functions where alcoholic beverages are provided by the sponsoring organizations, direct access should be limited to a person designated as the server(s). Designated severs must be at least 21 years of age and refrain from consuming alcoholic beverages during the event.

13.  Event sponsors are responsible for providing for the age verification of attendees.  Identification verification may be conducted by the server upon service or by a designee upon admission where a non-reusable wristband or some other appropriate non-transferable proof of age is provided. Persons designated to verify identification must refrain from consuming alcoholic beverages during the event.

14.  Contact information for alternative transportation (safe ride) line must be displayed prominently at all social events.

15.  No event shall include any form of alcohol abuse (such as drinking contests or games or use of “beer bongs” or funnels) in its activities or promotions.

16.  The serving of alcohol should be halted approximately one-half hour before the end of the event depending upon the length and nature of the event.

17.  Appropriate measures for adequate clean-up of the facility and surrounding areas will be required of the group sponsoring the event.  Failure to comply with clean-up requirements will result in fines for the organization to cover the expenses of clean-up and/or damages.

18.  Alcoholic beverages may not be consumed or served at University Intramural sports contests or at University Intercollegiate Athletic contests.

19.  Exceptions to this policy can be made at the discretion of the Director of Student Affairs. No appeal will be considered until the Director of Student Affairs has received a written request for the appeal.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE PLANNING CHART


  People Drinking



Beer

Beer


        Alcohol

Time

(cans)

(kegs)

Wine




20

4 Hours

3.5 Cases
.5 Keg

13 qts.



40

4 Hours

7.0 Cases
1.0 Keg

25 qts.



60

4 Hours

10 Cases

1.5 Kegs

28 qts.



80

4 Hours

41 Cases

2.0 Kegs

50 qts



100

4 Hours

18 Cases

2.5 Kegs

63 qts.



120

4 Hours

21 Cases

3.0 Kegs

75 qts.



140

4 Hours

24 Cases

3.5 Kegs

87 qts.



160

4 Hours

28 Cases

3.5 Kegs

99 qts.



180

4 Hours

32 Cases

3.5 Kegs

111 qts.



200

4 Hours

36 Cases

4.0 Kegs

123 qts.



250

4 Hours

42 Cases

4.5 Kegs

135 qts.


III.  AREAS

Alcoholic beverages may be consumed in conjunction within an approved event in any St. Petersburg Campus area provided the Campus Dean or Director responsible for that area grants prior approval.  In case of questions of jurisdiction, please consult with the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs.
IV.  PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS

Those individuals or groups found to be in violation of this policy will be subject to censure, de-certification, or deactivation or disciplinary procedures as recommended by the Director of Student Affairs.  Such recommendations of sanctions are subject to review under the Student Disciplinary Rule-6C4.60021 or other appropriate Board of Regent’s rules or contract or provisions.

