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Important Contacts 
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140 7th Avenue South, FCT 204
St. Petersburg Florida 33701-5016
Telephone: 
727-873-4850
Fax: 
727-873-4034

Dr. Robert Dardenne, Department Director
Telephone:
727-873-4613
E-mail:
Dardenne@stpt.usf.edu
Dr. Deni Elliott, Graduate Program Director
Telephone:
727-873-4857
E-mail: 
Elliott@stpt.usf.edu
Ms. Bridget Nickens, Graduate Program Coordinator
Telephone:
727-873-4850
E-mail: 
Mnickens@stpt.usf.edu
Dr. Christopher D’Elia, Associate Vice Chancellor for Research and Graduate Studies
Telephone:
727-873-4567

Ms. Donna Knudson, USFSP Graduate Coordinator
Telephone:
727-873-4873
E-mail: 
Knudsen@spadmin.usf.edu
Ms. Janet Giles, Academic Program Specialist, USF Graduate School
Telephone:
813-974-2846
E-mail:
Jgiles@grad.usf.edu
	Web Resources

	USFSP Graduate Studies 
	www.stpete.usf.edu/spgrad/index.htm

	The Department of Journalism and 
Media Studies 
	www.stpt.usf.edu/journalism/

	USF Graduate School Information 
	www.usf.edu/Academics/Graduate-School/index.asp


Handbook by Dr. Deni Elliott, Graduate Program Director. Editing and layout by Pamela Hogle. 
Quotations from Freedom Forum 2008 First Amendment Calendar.
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Welcome!

Dear Graduate Student,

Welcome to the Master of Arts Program in Journalism and Media Studies at the University of South Florida, St. Petersburg. 
Our program provides career preparation in journalism and allows students to pursue analytic study of media practice. The program also serves as a foundation for students who plan to continue their studies on the Ph.D. level. We seek to educate through an approach that emphasizes critical thinking skills. The enduring values of journalistic practice — accuracy, fairness, and balance — are the focus of a program that incorporates new media skills in web journalism, multimedia storytelling and visual literacy within a foundation of media ethics, law, and theory. Primarily, our students create and study non-fiction visual and textual narratives in print (newspapers, magazines, trade and academic journals), broadcast (radio, television, documentary film), and web-based productions. Our program serves as an important step for future professional and academic careers.
Some of our graduate students have extensive professional experience. We challenge these students to look at issues from wholly different perspectives. Other students have no journalistic background. These individuals are expected to complete coursework in reporting and editing so that they may participate fully in our professionally oriented seminars. The diversity of our students complements the varied professional and educational backgrounds of our faculty. The mix of different backgrounds and views makes for lively provocative encounters for all of us. 

We are proud of our commitment to diversity and to civic engagement. Our coursework demonstrates the responsibility of media professionals to be sensitive to factors and practices that have traditionally excluded those who have suffered discrimination based on race, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation or religious affiliation. 

Our Neighborhood News Bureau opened in March 2006 in Midtown, St. Petersburg. A working newsroom, it provides journalistic outlets for our faculty and students while producing stories, features, and announcements that focus on a historically underserved portion of our community. In addition, our graduate students work with Melrose Elementary and John Hopkins Middle School to assist in their magnet journalism programs. 

Our graduate students are challenged and changed by the interactive, individually focused programs that they pursue. Let us know how we can add to your adventure.

Regards,
	Deni Elliott, Graduate Program Director, Department of Journalism and Media Studies
	Robert Dardenne, Director 
Department of Journalism and Media Studies


Succeeding in the Master’s Program

You’ll notice that graduate school is very different from your undergraduate experience. This section offers some pointers on how to succeed in the master’s degree program as well as some advice from past students.

This might sound basic but — you must go to class! In graduate-level classes, even one unexcused absence is noticed. Since most classes meet only once a week, missing even a single session means you miss a tremendous amount of information. Also, to graduate, you must maintain a 3.0 grade-point average, which is difficult to achieve if you miss class. Go well prepared to class — reading assignments, especially in the core courses, might take several hours each week to complete. Don’t leave assignments to the last minute.

You will be expected to produce research papers in, at least, your three “core courses” — Media Theory, Media Ethics, and Media Law. Other classes might require academic papers as well. A graduate-level research paper resembles a published academic journal article rather than the term papers most undergraduates write. It’s a good idea to familiarize yourself with the typical format of academic papers before you start writing one. You’ll need to understand the difference between quantitative and qualitative research; be familiar with different types of qualitative research, including methods of content analysis; and be able to recognize and write each of the sections of an academic paper, such as an abstract, problem statement, literature review, etc. You will also need to learn the proper format for citing the works you reference. Our department uses the APA (American Psychological Association) format, since many academic journals in mass communications use this format. You can find it online at many sites, but it is definitely worth investing in a copy of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. This guide covers citation format and also explains what each section of an academic paper must include, offers examples, and includes a grammar guide.

“The writer’s job is not to have opinions but to tell the truth and refuse to be an accomplice of lies and misinformation”
— Susan Sontag, Author

Anyone planning to write an academic thesis is required to take the online Research Methods course. Several students who have taken this class recommend that all master’s students take it — as soon as possible! The course presents an overview of different types of research, teaches you how to write research objectives and hypotheses, and explains what the Institutional Review Board is and when you might need IRB approval for your research. If taking the class is not feasible, you can familiarize yourself with academic research by reading several examples of articles that are similar to articles you might research and write, and by studying the examples in the APA Publication Manual. 

Also, you’ll need to learn how to conduct academic research. Your academic papers will cite other academic articles, in addition to books and articles from the mainstream media. The Nelson Poynter Memorial Library offers a large selection of online journals and databases. Reference librarians there can guide you through your first searches and help you narrow down your search terms so that you find the most relevant articles to read for your topic. 

Journalism and Media Studies graduate students are also permitted to use the Poynter Institute’s Eugene Patterson Library for research. The Patterson Library contains an outstanding collection of media and journalism resources and is headed by an extremely knowledgeable and helpful library director, David Shedden.

Succeeding in graduate study requires more than just going to class and getting good grades. Check into other opportunities like Independent Study, Directed Research or the Practicum. Students have prepared themselves for careers in broadcast, print and new media through their practicum experience. Graduate students are sometimes permitted to take seminars at the Poynter Institute for credit — these are a great way to meet and network with outstanding instructors and professionals. Talk to your adviser about these and other opportunities available to graduate students.

	Web Resources

	Poynter Institute’s Eugene Patterson Library 
	www.poynter.org/column.asp?id=62&aid=55241

	Purdue Owl (for APA format information) 
	owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


Important Dates 2008-2009

	FALL 2008

	August 25
	First day of classes

	August 29
	Graduate Student Orientation (5:30-7)

	
	Last day to drop and add without additional fee

	September 1
	No class – Labor Day

	September 19
	Fall Graduation Application Deadline

	
	Format Check Deadline (thesis only, Fall 08 graduates)

	October 17
	Advance comp questions distributed

	November 1
	Drop deadline

	November 3
	Last day for thesis / applied research project proposal approval (Spring 09 graduates)

	
	Spring 09 registration begins

	November 11
	No class – Veteran’s Day

	November 14
	Written comprehensive exams (9 a.m.-1 p.m., FCT 107)

	November 21
	Final submission deadline (thesis and applied research project, Fall 08 graduates)

	November 27-28
	No class – Thanksgiving

	December 5
	Fall classes end

	December 6-12
	Final exams

	December 14
	Fall Commencement

	SPRING 2009

	January 5
	Spring classes begin

	January 9
	Last day to drop or add without additional fee

	January 19
	No class – Martin Luther King Birthday

	January 30
	Spring Graduation Application deadline

	
	Format Check deadline (thesis only, Spring 09 graduates)

	March 6
	Advance comps questions distributed

	March 14
	Drop deadline

	March 16-21
	Spring break

	March 23
	Last day for thesis / applied research project proposal approval (Fall 09 graduates)

	
	Summer 09 registration begins

	April 3
	Written comprehensive exams (9-1, Room 107)

	April 10
	Final submission deadline (thesis and applied research project, Spring 09 graduates)

	April 24
	Spring classes end

	April 25-May 1
	Final exams

	May 3
	Spring Commencement


The Two-year Plan

While graduate students may take up to five years to complete the degree, the program in Journalism and Media Studies is designed so that students can complete all requirements within two years, and still manage to have a life. This is easiest if you begin in Fall or Summer term. Here’s how you do that:

Year One
Before beginning classes, meet with your adviser to review your plan for, at least, your first year. You may bring in 

· no more than 9 hours of transfer credit 

· that relate to your program of study (departmental approval required)

· taken at the graduate level of study

· with a grade of B or better.

Semester 1
	MMC 6206 (Ethics) or 
MMC 6400 (Theory) 
(It is possible to take both at the same time, but is not recommended.)
	3 cr.

	JOU 5105 (Newswriting and Editing) 
Required for anyone who lacks substantial journalism experience.
	3 cr.

	MMC 6421 (Online Research Methods)
Required if you plan to write a thesis.
Recommended if reading and writing scholarly literature is new to you.
	3 cr.


Or, in addition to Ethics or Theory, take other classes (with instructor approval for a total of 9 credits for the semester. 
 

Semester 2
	MMC 6612 (Law)
	3 cr.

	Take two more courses*
	6 cr.


Summer 

	Take one or two courses* or do one course and a practicum
	3-6 cr.


* 
See Completing Your Degree on page 7 for information about how to earn the required credits. 

Year Two

Semester 1

	MMC 6206 (Ethics) or MMC 6400 (Theory)
	3 cr.

	Take two more courses*
	6 cr.


Find a committee chair (based on the topic of your thesis or applied research project), add committee members as appropriate. Complete thesis or applied research forms. 

Get prospectus or proposal approved NO LATER than the start of registration for the next term.

Take Comps 

Semester 2

	MMC 6971 (Thesis) or 
	6 cr.

	MMC 6950 (Applied Research Project)
	3 cr.


Take additional courses if needed to complete the 36 hour requirement and graduate.

If you don’t finish in two years…
Remember that you must enroll for 2 credits the semester that you graduate and must be enrolled for 6 credits over three consecutive semesters to meet the “continuous enrollment” requirement. Continuous enrollment is defined as completing, with grades assigned, a minimum of 6 hours of graduate credit every three continuous semesters. Summer counts as a consecutive semester. 
* 
See Completing Your Degree on page 7 for information about how to earn the required credits. 
	Web Resources

	The Poynter Connection 
	www.stpt.usf.edu/journalism/poynter_connection.htm

	Course Descriptions
	www.stpt.usf.edu/journalism/course_descriptions.htm


Completing Your Degree

Whether you have just completed undergraduate work or have been out in the workforce for many years, graduate work will be different from what you have experienced before. You will be expected to produce professional quality work on deadline. Most course grades are based on relatively few assignments. Most classes are taught in a seminar style that assumes that students have completed all homework or other prep work and come to class ready to engage with the professor in a lively and thoughtful discussion about the concept at hand. Graduate students must maintain an overall average of 3.0 (B). Course grades of C- or below will not be accepted toward a graduate degree. 

Credits Required to Graduate
You must accumulate 36 credits to graduate. At least 20 of those credits must be taken in formal, regularly scheduled classes. While most of those credits come from courses that you take within the department, some of those credits may come from:
	Transfer credits from approved grad courses at other institutions:
	
up to 9 credits

	Courses taken outside of the department:
	up to 12 credits

	4000-level undergraduate courses:
	up to 6 credits

	Seminars offered by the Poynter Institute:
	up to 3 credits

	Practicum:
	up to 3 credits

	Directed reading or Independent study:
	up to 3 credits

	Applied research project: 

	up to 3 credits

	Thesis: 
	6 credits or more


Each of these is described in this handbook; all are subject to adviser approval and other limitations. 

You should register for classes as soon as registration opens because classes fill up, even those that are limited to our graduate student majors. Class size is kept small to allow for a high degree of interactivity among students and with the instructor. 


Core Curriculum (nine credits required)
Regardless of how our M.A. recipients use their degrees, they leave the program with an in-depth knowledge of media ethics, media theory, and media law. These areas serve as the foundation for an understanding of journalistic practice. Each of these courses requires students to demonstrate knowledge of the area and competency in writing in academic style. Media theory and media ethics are both offered in the fall semester; media law is offered in the spring semester only. We recommend that you take only one core course at a time, and that you take them in consecutive semesters, as that is the best preparation for comprehensive exams. If you cannot achieve a B in a core class, you probably do not have sufficient understanding of the material to pass comprehensive exams. Register for Media Ethics, MMC 6206; Media Law, MMC 6612; Media Theory, MMC 6400. 

Preparatory Courses (up to six credits)
Students who lack substantial previous journalistic experience should enroll in JOU 5105, News Writing and Editing in their first semester of study. Along with providing an introduction to the basics of gathering, writing, and editing the news, this course ensures that graduate students have the necessary journalistic vocabulary to participate in professionally-oriented seminars. 

Students who are not familiar with reading academic journal articles or writing in the academic style should enroll in MMC 6421, Research Methods in Mass Communications early in their graduate studies. This class is required for students who pursue the thesis option. 

Other Departmental Course Offerings

Each semester’s course offerings are chosen from a list that can be found online. Meet with your adviser every semester to review progress toward your degree and to plan future semesters to best meet your needs and ambitions. 

Courses External to the Department 

Up to 12 credits from classes in other departments at USFSP or on other USF campuses may be counted toward the M.A. degree in Journalism and Media Studies if those courses relate to the study objectives for this degree. Your adviser and the Graduate Director are the final decision-makers as to the appropriateness of courses outside of the department.

“The First Amendment guarantees a free press; the press itself must guarantee a fair one.”

— Al Neuharth, Freedom Forum Founder

Transfer Credits

You may count up to nine credits from graduate-level work at other institutions toward your M.A. degree in Journalism and Media Studies if those courses relate to your study objectives for this degree. You must have completed any course considered for transfer with the grade of B or better. You may need to provide a syllabus or other evidence to demonstrate the relevance of the course to your study. Courses that have been used to complete another degree are not eligible for transfer. Your adviser and the Graduate Director are the final decision-makers as to the appropriateness of transfer of credits. 

4000-Level Undergraduate Courses

Occasionally, graduate students will find upper-level undergraduate courses that complement their area of study. Students may register for up to 6 credits of undergraduate level study, within the department or in other departments at USF, if those courses relate to the study objectives for this degree, and if an equivalent graduate-level course is not offered. Your adviser and the Graduate Director decide the appropriateness of undergraduate courses.

Directed Reading/Independent Study

Student may pursue individual research or in-depth reading in an area related to their study objectives for their degree and receive up to three credits. Each requires a contract with the instructor who will supervise the study. The contract, written by the student, must include a one-page description of the planned study including learning goals, activities planned to achieve those goals, and a process by which the student will demonstrate that the learning goals were achieved. Students should request the appropriate form from the departmental office. Instructors specify the assessment process and sign to indicate approval. After receiving written approval from the instructor, register for MMC 6900, Directed Readings in Mass Communications or MMC 6910, Individual Research in Mass Communications. 

Seminars Offered by The Poynter Institute:

A unique aspect of graduate study in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies at USFSP is our geographical and professional connection with the Poynter Institute for Media Studies. The Poynter Institute offers a range of professional seminars for journalism professionals and professors. Interested graduate students may be accepted as participants in these seminars. Students must have the recommendation of their adviser to apply. Poynter faculty may approve the student’s application based on availability and competitive factors. Students may receive up to 3 credits for participating in a Poynter seminar and preparing and presenting a report based on the experience. Students should begin seeking approval as early as possible, but no later than 1 semester prior to the seminar that they wish to take. Upon receiving approval, register for MMC 6936, Professional Colloquium. 

Practicum
Internships are called ‘practica’ at the graduate level. Students wishing to do a practicum must first complete 12 credits toward their degree. Eligibility will then be determined by the student’s adviser and internship instructor based on: 

· A full description of the duties required at the proposed internship and the skills that the student expects to either learn or improve as a result of the practicum
· Full contact information, including name, title, phone number and e-mail address of the student’s on-site supervisor
· Verification that the number of required hours for the practicum (120 hours) will be met and a tentative schedule of days and hours to be spent at the practicum
Further details can be found on the journalism department website. Graduate students should register for MMC 6945, Professional Practicum. 

	Web Resources

	The Poynter Connection 
	www.stpt.usf.edu/journalism/poynter_connection.htm

	Course Descriptions
	www.stpt.usf.edu/journalism/course_descriptions.htm


Additional Information

An Alphabetized List

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”
— The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Academic Integrity

Academic Integrity assumes that students complete and present work that represents their own efforts and that they represent the efforts of others accurately and fairly. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, forgery, obstruction, multiple submissions, complicity, and other misconduct in research and creative endeavors including computer misuse and misuse of intellectual property will not be tolerated. These expectations are fundamental to the credibility of working journalists and are explicit and firm requirements for all work produced by our graduate and undergraduate majors. Definitions of these acts can be found under University of South Florida Regulation Number USF3.027.

Depending upon the seriousness of infraction and level of intent, graduate students who violate academic integrity can expect the following: an “F” or “Zero” grade on the subject paper or assignment; an “F” in the relevant course; an “FF” in the course, which leads to expulsion from the University; academic dismissal from the program; revocation of the degree if academic dishonesty is discovered after the degree is conferred. Students are required to know what counts as a violation of academic integrity. Ignorance is not an acceptable excuse.
	Web Resources

	Academic Integrity 
	http://usfweb2.usf.edu/usfgc/ogc%20web/currentregs/USF3-027.htm

	Student Code of Conduct
	http://www.sa.usf.edu/srr/page.asp?id=88

	Copyright Information 
	http://it.usf.edu/standards/security/copyright

	Research Integrity and Compliance
	
http://www.research.usf.edu/cs/default.htm


Assistantships

Our department offers a limited number of graduate assistantships. They are awarded competitively, based on the academic or professional strength of the application. Graduate assistants work 10 hours per week assisting a faculty member with teaching or research. Generally, graduate assistants receive either a small stipend (not enough to live on) or a tuition waiver at the in-state tuition rate. Assistantships are generally awarded on a two-year basis, but the assignment may change semester to semester and an assistantship will be rescinded if the student’s cumulative average drops below 3.0 or if a G.A. fails to perform his or her duties at an acceptable level. 

“If government had the right to decide who was a legitimate journalist, it would become a licensing authority. And with that you could kiss freedom of the press goodbye.”

— Harry Rosenfield, Editor-at-large, (Albany) Times Union
Incompletes

As of Fall 2008, USF has instituted a new, clarified, policy regarding graduate students receiving the grade of “Incomplete,” for work that is not finished by the end of the semester. The grade of “Incomplete” is not given for the convenience of the student, but rather signifies that the student has 1) completed a majority of the semester’s work, and 2) the student is unable to complete course requirements due to illness or other circumstances beyond their control. Instructor and student agree to a contract that stipulates when and how the course will be completed and both sign the required form. All missing work must be completed within one semester. If the student fails to meet contracted terms, the course grade reverts to the grade that the student would have received in the class if s/he had received a zero on the missing assignment(s). A copy of the contract is kept in the student file and in the graduate student office. 

Non-degree-seeking Students

Non-degree-seeking students who are enrolled in graduate-level courses in our department fit one of three descriptions. First, professionals or members of the community who have undergraduate degrees may wish to take courses with no plans to seek a graduate degree. Next, students from other institutions may wish to enroll in our courses and transfer those credits to their home institutions. Or, the department may allow a student who has an application for enrollment in the graduate program pending or partially completed to enroll in courses. Enrollment in this latter case will be allowed based on the following criteria: progress that the student is making on his or her application and a grade of B or better in all previous classes taken as a non-degree-seeking student. Up to 12 credits may be transferred into the M.A. program from courses taken non-degree, but students who successfully complete 12 credits with non-degree-seeking status will not necessarily be admitted to the graduate program. 

In all cases, non-degree-seeking students will be allowed to register with permission of the course instructor, based on availability and the instructor’s judgment of the suitability of the class for the student. 
Time Limitations

All requirements for the M.A. degree must be completed within five calendar years from the student’s date of admission. Students may request an extension using the Time Limit Extension Request Form or may submit a Leave of Absence Request. 

	Web Resources

	USFSP Mission Statement
	www.stpete.usf.edu/academics/general_information/mission.htm

	Department Mission Statement
	www.stpt.usf.edu/journalism/mission_&_philosophy.htm

	Academic Affairs 
	www.stpete.usf.edu/academics/index.htm

	Graduate Catalog
	www.stpete.usf.edu/spgrad/Graduate_Catalog.htm


Comprehensive Exams
All graduate students enrolled in the School of Mass Communication at the University of South Florida take comprehensive exams to illustrate that they have achieved competency in their field of study. In our department, successful completion of comps indicates that you have an in-depth understanding of media theory, law and ethics. These three serve as the foundation for journalistic practice. 

You are eligible to take comps after you have completed 21 semester credits and have been successful in the three core courses. As students sit for their comprehensive exams from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. on the fourth Friday prior to exam week, students are usually completing their last core course when sitting for the exams. This has not proved to be a problem as the basic theoretical work in the core courses is presented early in the term. We strongly recommend that the three core courses be taken in consecutive seminars and that you sit for comps when enrolled in the third core course. 

You must inform the Graduate Coordinator at the beginning of the semester that you plan to take comps. Students receive questions in law, theory and ethics four weeks prior to Comps Writing Day. On the day of the exam, you will be given one or two application questions to demonstrate your ability to apply your learning in the core areas to contemporary real-life journalistic practice. 

No books or notes are allowed when you take your comps. 

Each question is graded “Pass,” “Defend” or “No Pass.” Pass means that you have demonstrated adequate knowledge for the question; Defend means that you have not illustrated adequate knowledge and will be given a list of further questions to explore and will be asked to respond orally or in writing, at the relevant subject instructor’s discretion; No Pass means that you may not retake the exam until the following semester. All comprehensive exams must be passed before students register for applied research project or thesis credits. Comprehensive exams may be attempted no more than three times. 

Culminating Projects

After successfully completing comprehensive exams, it is time to complete coursework and begin the culminating project which, in our department, is either the Applied Research Project (ARP), for which you’ll receive three credits toward your degree, or the Thesis, for which you’ll receive six credits or more toward your degree. 

The culminating projects often take students longer to complete than they initially plan. As students are required to have continuing registration and must be enrolled for at least two credit hours the semester of graduation, it is not unusual to take additional credits to see the project to completion. These credits will be in addition to the 36 required to complete the degree. It is best if you have a semester to put into the culminating project in which you are taking no more than one class. The two-year plan includes three semesters of nine credits each plus two classes in the summer, leaving the final semester for thesis or ARP. 

“[Newspapers] have a special place in society and an obligation to be the voice for those without a voice. We are a watchdog.”

— Orage Quarles III, Publisher, (Raleigh) News & Observer
Applied Research Project

The Applied Research Project (ARP) is a serious, culminating experience in reporting and writing or in the investigation of an issue or problem related to journalism or mass communications. 

The project usually involves some kind of professional effort – a series of newspaper or magazine articles, a single, substantial journal article, or some portion of a book, as examples. However, visually based projects such as photo essays, documentaries, and web designs are also appropriate. Successful projects have included radio and video documentaries. 

Our program gives students a wide degree of latitude for the project, but requires that they put together something beyond what they have done for classes. Ideally, the project demonstrates students’ mastery of concepts or ideas that they have worked and struggled with during their Master’s work. Ideally, it represents an innovative approach to some journalism or news dilemma.

Students planning ARPs first consult with their academic adviser to decide on a committee chair. The committee is chaired by a regular (not adjunct) member of the Department. The chair then becomes the student’s official adviser. The second member of the committee may come from the Department or may represent another relevant field at USF, and may be adjunct. A third committee member, who may be external to USF, may be added with chair approval.
Once the committee is formed, the student must write a three-to-five page proposal that describes the project, the justification for the project, the proposed approach, and a short literature review to provide context for the project. 

Finally, students must complete the Applied Research Project form and collect signatures from their committee chair and member. 

Generally, students work closely with the committee chair, with the second faculty member serving as a reader at the end of the project. Students may choose to present their project in a faculty/graduate student seminar, which can be arranged by committee chairs. A complete clean copy of the ARP must be given to the Graduate Program Coordinator before the project is considered finished. 

“In a free society, we want the spread of information to the widest audience possible. It’s going to be more and more difficult to keep the truth out because of the Internet.”
— Margaret Thatcher, Former British Prime Minister
Thesis

A thesis is a work of original scholarship that adheres to commonly accepted rules of academic publication. Students doing a thesis are required to take MMC 6421, Research Methods in Mass Communication. The thesis is bound and kept on file. Students completing the thesis are required to pay a processing fee. See http://www.grad.usf/edu/newsite/thesis.asp for details. 
Students planning a thesis should consult their adviser and choose a committee chair. The committee chair then becomes the student’s major professor. The committee chair must be a regular member of the department. Student and committee chair will determine two other appropriate faculty members, one of whom must also be within the department. The student should then complete and submit a Committee Form with signatures of committee members.
The students should then prepare a prospectus. The prospectus includes Statement of Purpose, Justification, Statement of Problem, Methodology, Review of Literature, Definition of Terms, Limitations, Outline and chapter summary, and Bibliography. The prospectus often becomes the introductory chapter for the thesis. Students are responsible for following the schedule set by USF-Tampa Graduate School regarding format check and submission deadlines. 

All theses must be produced using APA style and may require IRB approval. Please check with the Graduate Program Director regarding IRB approval. 

Students often work closely with all members of their committee, as different faculty may bring different strengths to the work. Students are expected to provide an oral defense to which all departmental faculty and graduate students will be invited, prior to the USF-Tampa deadline. 

“If our newspapers are not inclusive enough to regularly portray the diversity of (our) communities, then we are presenting a fundamentally inaccurate report. That lack of accuracy undermines our journalistic credibility.”

— Pamela J. Johnson, Executive Editor, The Arizona Republic
Thesis/Applied Research Project Comparison
	
	Thesis
	Applied Research Project

	Prospectus Approval:
	11/03/08 (for Sp 09 grad); 03/23/09 (for Fl 09 grad) 
	11/03/08 (for Sp 09 grad); 03/23/09 (for Fall 09 grad)

	Format Check Deadline:
	9/19/08 (for Fl 08 grad); 01/30/09 (for Sp 09 grad) 
	All approvals in-house, no Tampa sign-off required. 

	Final Submission Deadline:
	11/21/08; 04/10/09
	11/21/08; 04/10/09

	Committee:
	3 member, which may include member outside of department but within USF system (or with grad school approval for outsider)
	2 member, both from department with a regular faculty member as chair; other member may have adjunct or courtesy appointment.

	Credits:
	6+ of MMC 6971 (and required to take Research Methods, MMC 6421)
	3 of MMC 6950

	Audience:
	Academic, includes scholarly research; may require IRB approval
	Academic, trade, professional or lay audience, journalistic or scholarly research; may require IRB approval

	Required Steps:
	Prospectus approved by committee, manuscript approved by committee, format and manuscript approved by Tampa, public defense.
	Proposal approved by committee, product approved by committee, nothing goes through Tampa, optional public defense. 

	Final Product:
	20-50 page academic paper suitable for publication in a scholarly journal.
	10-20 pages (or equivalent) suitable for publication or display in appropriate venue; if visual or broadcast product, must include a 3-5 page justification for project.

	Further Information:
	Dept Website, USFSP Graduate School, USF Graduate School
	Dept Website, USFSP Graduate School, USF Graduate School


“We can never be sure that the opinion we are stifling is a false opinion; and if we were sure, stifling it would be an evil still.”

— John Stuart Mill, British Philosopher

Meet the Faculty

Dr. Robert Dardenne, Ph.D., Department Director (dardenne@stpt.usf.edu)
Robert Dardenne teaches graduate and undergraduate classes including theory, and various news reporting and writing, issues, and reading courses. He researches news forms, including narrative, journalism practice, and history of journalism. Dr. Dardenne has taught in England (1983) China (1999-2000) and lectured in Nigeria. He was a journalist in Baton Rouge, Mexico City, Rochester, N.Y., and Washington D.C.

Dr. Deni Elliott, Ed.D., Graduate Program Director (elliott@stpt.usf.edu)
Deni Elliott is Graduate Studies Director for the Department of Journalism and Media Studies. Previously, she directed the graduate program in philosophy at University of Montana, and established the nation's first graduate degree program in teaching ethics. She holds the Eleanor Poynter Jamison Chair in Media Ethics and Press Policy at USFSP. Her primary research area is ethics with a strong interest in diversity and cultural studies.

Dr. G. Michael Killenberg, Ph.D. (killenbe@stpt.usf.edu)
G. Michael Killenberg is professor and founding director of the Department of Journalism and Media Studies at USF St. Petersburg. In his professional career, he has been a reporter and editor for weekly and daily newspapers, including the Los Angeles Times and the St. Louis Globe-Democrat. Dr. Killenberg is the author of two books on journalism and co-author of four others. In 1998, he received the USF Professorial Excellence award.
Bridget Nickens, Graduate Program Coordinator (mnickens@stpt.usf.edu)
Bridget Nickens is the department’s office manager and graduate program coordinator. She works closely with the graduate program director and the faculty, assisting students with course registration permits, graduation certifications and other forms or paperwork required for the program. She was secretary to the publisher of the Indiana Daily Student newspaper at Indiana University, secretary to the president of Fort Wayne (Ind.) Newspapers, secretary to the managing editor of the Tampa Tribune and office manager for the New York Times Regional Newspapers’ Tallahassee bureau.

Beth Reynolds (beth@photodocumentarypress.com)
Beth Reynolds is a working photojournalist who started her own publishing company in 1999. Through grants and commissions she creates social documentaries combining words and images to educate the public about a variety of topics including lung and breast cancer and access to health care.
Dr. Tony Silvia, Ph.D. (tonys@stpt.usf.edu)
Dr. Silvia has worked as a consumer reporter and news anchor at various television stations in local markets and as a correspondent for CNN. He is the author of over two dozen articles in both academic and industry journals, and four books, with an additional two books forthcoming. Dr. Silvia earned his  M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Birmingham (England).

Dr. Mark Walters, Ph.D. (mjw@stpt.usf.edu)
Mark Jerome Walters is the author of four books and has published widely in the areas of health and environment. He received his B.A. from McGill University, a master's degree from Columbia University School of Journalism and a doctorate in veterinary medicine from Tufts University. Prior to joining USF, Dr. Walters was a visiting lecturer at Harvard Medical School.
Dr. Paul Wang, Ph.D. (wang@stpt.usf.edu)
Paul (Xiaopeng) Wang used to work at news portal sites and the China Central Television in Beijing, China. His research interests include visual communication, new media and international communication. In our department, he teaches "Intro to Visual Journalism," "Web Publishing," "Media Convergence," and "Newspaper and News Publication Design."

Debbie Wolfe (dpwolfe@yahoo.com)
Ms. Wolfe was a reporter, photojournalist, AP stringer, managing editor and director of journalism before she was 30. For over 20 years, she worked at the St. Petersburg Times and served as the technology training editor from 1995–2008, a position she created. Her interests are public records, computer-assisted reporting, new media/multimedia and photojournalism. Her B.A. in journalism is from Michigan State University, and she earned a master’s in mass communications at USF, Tampa.
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Bob Dardenne

Robert La Rocca
Paul Mena

Matthew Parke
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Nikeya Williams
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Christopher Ingram
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Fred Moutran
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Loretha Cleveland

Michael Colapietro

Casey Feldkamp

Chris Girandola

Erika Hampton

Amanda Norris

Jennifer O’Leary

Peter Pupello

Lillian Reissman

Mark Walters
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Paul Wang
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Graduate Students in the Department

Each student has a USF e-mail address, but many students use their own e-mail accounts. This list will make it easier to contact your fellow students:

Student 
E-mail

Adams, Melissa 
little.sis05@gmail.com 

Cirignano, Julia 
juliacirignano@hotmail.com 

Cleveland, Loretha 
locleveland@verizon.net 

Colapietro, Michael 
mcolapie@mail.usf.edu 

Farrell, Christine 
christine.farrell@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

Feldkamp, Casey 
cfeldkam@mail.usf.edu 

Funke, Rhiannon (Dodds)
rdodds@law.stetson.edu
Garcia, Wayne 
wayne.garcia@creativeloafing.com
Girandola, Chris
crgrand727@yahoo.com
Hampton, Erica 
erica21@vt.edu 
Hendren, Libby 
libbyhendren@yahoo.com 

Hogle, Pamela 
pam.hogle@gmail.com 


Ingram, Christopher
chris@411communications.net 
Kurant, Nathanael
nkurant@mail.usf.edu
LaRocca, Robert
robert_larocca1@yahoo.com
Leandro, Gabe 
shadesofvice81@aol.com 

Mena, Henrry Paul 
mena.paul@gmail.com 
Mokwa, April 
apr304@yahoo.com 
Moutran, Fred
ravenmdm@yahoo.com
Nelson, Matt 
matt81x@aol.com s

Norris, Amanda 
aenorris@mail.usf.edu 

O’Leary, Jennifer 
jennieo@tampabay.rr.com
Olibrice, April
aprilolibrice@yahoo.com 

Parke, Matthew 
fugazigator@yahoo.com 

Pupello, Peter 
ppupello@mail.usf.edu 

Reissman, Lillian 
lreisman@mail.usf.edu
Rish, Christopher 
chrishco@mac.com 

Rogers, Donna 
donna.rogers7@verizon.net 

Rudowsky, Willi 
willi@freedsky.com
Savage, Allison 
apsavage@mail.usf.edu 

Schmidt, Emmalee 
efschmid@stetson.edu 

Stringfellow, Myra 
silverblade005@aol.com 

Tischenko, Galina 
galkasun@gmail.com 

Vallin, Marc 
marcv84@gmail.com 

Weaver, Cory
cweaver3@mail.usf.edu
Williams, Nikeya
infinitymagazine82@yahoo.com


Winchester, Donna 
winchester@sptimes.com 

University of South Florida, St. Petersburg

Department of Journalism and Media Studies
140 7th Avenue South, FCT 204
St. Petersburg Florida 33701-5016

Telephone: 
727-873-4850
Fax: 


727-873-4034




“Education of a journalist is education of the masses.”


— Aaron Akwete Sande, Journalist, Malawi Today








“Since when do you have to agree with people to defend them from injustice?”


— Lillian Hellman, Writer
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