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Florida Supreme Court Justice to Speak at Constitution Day Event
 

(St. Petersburg, FL) Sept. 18, 2006 - The USF St. Petersburg Center for Civic Engagement is pleased to announce that this year's Constitution Day event will feature a keynote address by the Honorable R. Fred Lewis, Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court, on Monday, Sept. 25 at 6 p.m.

 

The event is free and open to the public. It will be held at the Campus Activities Center located at the corner of Second Street South and Sixth Avenue South at USF St. Petersburg.

 

The Director of the Center for Civic Engagement, Professor Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan, said the invitation was extended to Lewis because "he is known throughout the state, especially in legal circles, as the 'Education Justice.'  Lewis spends time in schools around Florida each month in an effort to draw attention to the need to improve civics education in the state.  We could think of no better speaker to tie together issues of civic education and constitutional law as we launch the Center for Civic Engagement this semester."

 

McLauchlan, who is also the Pre-Law Advisor and a professor of constitutional law and judicial process, said Lewis' remarks would address issues of constitutional law and civic engagement in his speech, "Can We Be Trusted?"

 

Constitution Day is an American federal holiday that recognizes the ratification of the United States Constitution. It is observed on Sept. 17, the day the U.S. Constitutional Convention signed the Constitution in 1787.
 

The law establishing the holiday was created in 2004. Before this law was enacted, the holiday was known as "Citizenship Day." In addition to renaming the holiday "Constitution Day and Citizenship Day," the act mandates that all publicly funded educational institutions provide educational programming on the history of the American Constitution on that day.
 

In May 2005, the United States Department of Education announced the enactment of this law and that it would apply to any school receiving federal funds of any kind. This holiday is not observed by granting time off from work for federal employees.
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