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Course Description & Learning Outcomes

The branches of the US military have their own system of justice that deals with infractions of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).  The US military has a self-contained justice system that differs significantly from the civilian criminal justice system.  The aim of this course is to introduce students to the tenets of the UCMJ, the components of the military justice system, including the Judge Advocate General Corps, enforcement powers, the military trial process, and military incarceration.  Additionally, the elements of the US military justice system will be compared to the US civilian criminal justice system with the aim of understanding differences. We will also examine the laws of war, the Geneva Convention, and the use of military commissions.
The learning outcomes for this course include:

· Analyze critically tenets of the US military justice system;

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the military justice process; 

· Identify the Constitutional rights and responsibilities of the military in relation to its members, citizens, aliens, combatants, and non-combatants; 

· Understand the philosophy and foundations of military justice and the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ);

· Analyze application of the Law of War in context of the Global War on Terrorism; 

· Explain the scope and sources of laws of armed combat; and 
· Analyze Supreme Court rulings regarding military commissions and federal jurisdiction

Text (required)

· Shanor, Charles and L.Lynn Hague (latest) National Security and Military Law in a Nutshell.  Thomson West.
· Other readings to be announced and posted on Blackboard.
Assessment:
The following grading scale will be used to determine your course grade: 

	100 –  98
	A+
	
	77 –  72
	C

	97 –  92
	A
	
	71 –  70
	C-

	91 –  90
	A-
	
	69 –  68
	D+

	89 –  88
	B+
	
	67 –  62
	D

	87 –  82
	B
	
	61 –  60
	D-

	81 –  80
	B-
	
	Below 60
	F

	79 -  78
	C+
	
	
	


	Assessment Tool
	% of overall grade

	Tests *2 
	30%

	Papers/Journals
	40%

	Presentations
	20%

	Attendance
	10%


Tests
There will be a maximum of two exams.  These will be based on readings and class notes.  If you do not read the book, you cannot pass the exam.  If you do not attend class and have good lecture notes, you cannot pass the exams.  These assessments will cover class notes plus readings.

Papers
Due Dates:  TBA

Civic Engagement:
There will be an opportunities during the term to visit military installation with the aim of interacting with professionals in the field.  These opportunities may fall outside the normal classroom hours; however time will be allotted during the term to allow you to take advantage of the experience.  Visits will take place with military police officers and/or Judge Advocate General officers.  Additionally, arrangements are underway to attend military police training sessions and/or a JAG related proceeding.  The assignments associated with the Civic Engagement component of the class are outlined below.  
NOTE:  if you are unable to partake in the Civic Engagement component of this course, you must supply to me a legitimate reason why.  If I excuse you from this component, you will be required to write alternative assignments.  An explanation of this assignment follows the Civic Engagement one.
The Papers:
What to write
There will be a total of 3 papers.  One will pertain to the civic engagement exercise and the other two as outlined below (which will be the format for the alternative civic engagement paper).  Each paper should be a minimum of 800 words and a maximum of 1000.  Penalties will be assessed for anything 10% over the maximum and under the minimum.  You will lose significant marks for missing papers.  

Civic Engagement Paper
Your work should offer a synopsis of the main themes related to the issue under discussion.  It may appear a daunting task to condense so much material into such a small space, but the object of this exercise is to get you to analyze critically what is important by focusing on the key issues arising from your civic engagement experience and to get you to write in a concise manner.   

You will be expected to be critical about what you have learned and experienced rather than simply describing what you’ve read or heard or discussed in lectures or encountered during the civic engagement component.  Engage with the debates in the literature—discuss how your own civic engagement experience fit with the views of other authors on the subject.  You must also weave in existing literature that is relevant to what you experienced.  
Other Papers & the Alternative Civic Engagement Assignment:
Please let me reiterate, you must get permission from me to be excused from the Civic Engagement component of this course.  If you are excused, you must complete the following assignments.
You must search national/international newspapers, national/international news magazines, or any other respectable current events publication.  The topic you’ll pick must pertain somehow to the readings or lectures.  Once you decide which reading to write about, you will write your paper.  You must include a copy of the original article or you will lose points.  

The content of the papers is this:  a brief summary of the article itself.  The remainder of your paper must situate the contents of that article in the larger body of literature.  This will require you to read outside your text book!  You must search the library databases for appropriate academic references regarding the topic or issue in the article.  Weave the literature into your paper as it pertains to the issue at hand.  This is NOT an opinion piece.  It is a paper based on 

Due Dates:  TBA

Format for ALL Papers
Your papers should be word processed in 12 point font with double line spacing in 8 x 11 format.  Your paper MUST include:

· Title page with 
· name, 
· course number, 
· title of your paper, 
· full citation of the week’s reading selection
· academic year, and 
· word count
· Body of paper
· References (APA required style)
· Original article source (except for the Civic Engagement Paper), either in electronic form or hard copy on the day the assignment is due.
· ALL PAPERS MUST HAVE A RUNNING HEAD THAT CONTAINS ONLY YOUR U-NUMBER

The paper must be written in proper English—meaning NO text messaging or email type language.  Do not use abbreviations, such as ‘don’t’ or ‘I’m’.  Please proof read your work to check for spelling, grammar or typographical errors.  Remember, you will lose marks for poorly written assignments, as well as for poor content.   As with all written work, you are expected to reference material using APA style.
Your work should offer a synopsis of the main themes related to the issue under discussion.  It may appear a daunting task to condense so much material into such a small space, but the object of this exercise is to get you to analyze critically what is important by focusing on the key issues from the reading and/or experience.

You will be expected to be critical about what you have learned rather than simply describing what you’ve read or heard or discussed in lectures.  Engage with the debates in the literature—discuss how your own ideas fit with the views of other authors on the subject.

Selection of reading material

You are to search the library for relevant readings on topics related to the military:

· Legal tradition;

· Policing;

· Prosecutions;

· Court martial proceedings;

· Sentencing/adjudication;

· Courts; 
· Responses to crime; or

· Other current criminal justice topics/issues for the military.

Acceptable sources for readings include:  chapters in books, academic journal articles, government documents/reports, fact-based newspapers or magazines; other official agencies reports (such as Amnesty International, United Nations, etc.)

Use your textbook as a source to help you organize your critique and as a foundation for writing your assignment.

The Presentations

You will be responsible for preparing a 15 minute presentation based on one of the papers you’ve written.  You will be graded on content, professionalism, grammar, presentation.  A handout will be posted on Blackboard that gives tips on how to prepare a good presentations.

Classroom Policies
· I encourage class participation, so please ask questions and offer comments!  

· If you miss a class, please ask a classmate for notes, as I do not give mine out. 

· One class per semester will be devoted solely to 1) the use of the library and 2) how to write an essay.  Attendance is required for both of these.  If you are absent for either or both of these, you will be required to make an appointment with a representative of the library and the writing center during your own time to make up the sessions.  You will need to provide to me proof of your meetings.

· Use of “Ipodish” devices during class is strictly forbidden.  On first use, a warning will be given.  On second, the phone will be confiscated for the duration of class.  The phone will be returned at the end of the session. (Ipodish = Ipods, MP3 players, cell phones, etc.)

·  Contact me if you have any concerns, questions, etc.

Attendance

· Is taken and constitutes 10% of your grade.  Your score is calculated by counting the number of classes you attend divided by the actual number of sessions held then multiplied by the percentage.
· I do not excuse absences, regardless of documentation.  You are either present or you are not.  This policy is largely due to past abuses.  For example, a former student provided me a doctor’s note for an absence—written on a prescription pad.  I phoned that office to confirm only to find out that the doctor who “wrote” the sick note died five years before!
Assignments

· All writing assignments must be turn in through DIGITAL DROPBOX via Blackboard.  Again, you must either supply me an electronic copy of your chosen article or bring a hard copy of it to class on the day/night the assignment is due.
· I do NOT accept late papers and you are not permitted to sit for exams if you come into the classroom after I begin to pass out the tests.
· If you are unable to attend class on test day—you MUST contact me PRIOR to that class.  For example, if you have a migraine and cannot attend on the day of the assignment, contact me or have someone contact me on your behalf before the start of class.
· I realize emergencies happen.  I am more than reasonable, but it is extremely difficult for me to help you if I do not know about it, especially if you do not contact me.  There is little I can do if you wait until the last minute or after the event. 
· If you are struggling with an assignment or any of the material, please come see me during office hours, or if that time is not convenient, ask me for an alternative time.  I cannot and will not help a student who comes to my office for help on the day the assignment is due, unless it is a minor issue.  If you wait until the day it is due—you’ve waited too long!!
· 5 points will be deducted for every spelling error and grammatical error.  If you are not confident with your writing abilities—see me or better yet—use the Academic Success Center!  The staff there can and will help you improve your writing ability.  They will not write your papers.  I strongly urge you to utilize this service!  I’ve seen students’ performance improve substantially!  
· All writing assignments are REQUIRED to be in APA format.  If you are unfamiliar with this format, please see me or better yet—go to the Academic Success Center.  
· On one occasion ONLY, if you had in a paper that does not conform to APA format, it will be returned to you without a grade in order for you to correct it.  Once you have made the necessary changes, I will accept the assignment.  In cases such as this, the revisions are due at the next class period as stated above.  Again, no late papers will be accepted, therefore if you do not make the changes and turn the paper in by the next class meeting, it will be recorded as a zero.
· Papers must use APPROPRIATE academic references (e.g. books, journal articles, etc…).  Papers using inappropriate sources, for example, WIKIPEDIA, will receive an automatic 10 point deduction.  Do not rely solely on websites.  Any paper that does so will receive appropriate deductions.

Exams
· You must arrive at the start of the exam.  Anyone arriving after I have begun passing out exams will not be permitted to sit for that exam.  You will receive a zero for that portion of your grade.

· Again, if you experience problems on the day of the exam and cannot make it to class on time—contact me PRIOR to that class.  We will discuss the situation and I will make a determination as to how to proceed.

· Are not returned to students.  I will pass them out after they are graded so that you can review your scores, but I will collect them and retain them for a minimum of one term, after which time it will be destroyed.

Behavior
· Read the university’s policy on academic dishonesty, including plagiarism.  Academic dishonesty is a serious infraction of the student code of conduct.  Any violation will be dealt with through official channels.  

· Any violations of the tenets of these documents can result in formal disciplinary action being initiated.  

· Read the university’s Student Code of Conduct.  Any violations of the tenets of this document can result in formal disciplinary action begin initiated.

· I expect that my classroom will be free of disruption/harassment or other threatening/intimidating behavior.  I reserve the right to ask people to leave if they engage in unacceptable behavior.  In instances of extreme cases, I’ll seek advice on disciplinary action.  But let’s never get to this point.

· I recommend strongly that you attend lectures as assessments will cover material presented in lectures, in addition to the required readings.   You may tape class only if you have a specific learning need to do so, but you cannot: 1) resell the tapes; or 2) use that tape for any other reason except for study purposes.  You may also use a laptop to take notes so long as it is not disruptive to others in class.  If it is found that the laptop is being used during class for reasons other than taking notes—you will no longer be allowed to bring the laptop to class. 

· I will not engage in grade negotiations or point begging.  I’m happy to discuss your answers with you with the aim of helping you understand how to expand and improve your understanding, but not as a way for you to get a higher mark.

· If you have a learning disability or other handicap—please see me to make arrangements for whatever needs you may have.

· I periodically check the Internet and other electronic sources for instances of plagiarism.  PLEASE do not chance buying an essay, etc…I take academic honesty very seriously and so should you!

Code of Academic Responsibility:  It is the responsibility of every student at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg to adhere steadfastly to truthfulness and to avoid dishonesty, fraud, or deceit of any type in connection with any academic program.  Any student who violates this rule or who knowingly assists another to violate this rule shall be subject to discipline.  Violations of this code will result in course grade penalties and may result in University disciplinary actions. Enrolment in this class is deemed certification that the student accepts this Code of Academic Responsibility.

“I” Grade Policy:
Below is the “I” policy as stated in the current undergraduate handbook, p. 265 (http://www.stpt.usf.edu/academics/documents/07-08-StPeteCatalog.pdf.)

 Notice the third sentence, which indicates under what conditions an “I” should be granted.

 

“I” Grade Policy
An “I” grade indicates incomplete coursework and may be awarded to graduate and undergraduate students. (Undergraduate rules apply to non-degree-seeking students.) It may be awarded to an undergraduate student only when a small portion of the student’s work is incomplete and only when the student is otherwise earning a passing grade. Until removed, the “I” is not computed in the GPA for either undergraduate or graduate students. The time limit for removing the “I” is to be set by the instructor of the course. For undergraduate students, this time limit may not exceed two academic semesters, whether or not the student is in residence, and/or graduation, whichever comes first. “I” grades not removed by the end of the time limit will be changed to “IF” or “IU,” whichever is appropriate. Whether or not the student is in residence, any change to “IF” grades will be calculated in the cumulative GPA and, if applicable, the student will be placed on appropriate probation or academically dismissed. Students are not required to re-register for courses in which they are only completing previous course requirements to change an “I” grade. However, if a student wants to audit a course for review in order to complete course requirements, full fees must be paid.

	TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Date
	
	Topic

	Aug 26
	
	What is Military Justice?

	Sept 2
	
	Foundations & Philosophy of Military Justice



	Sept 9
	
	Principle Actors

	Sept 16
	
	UCMJ

	Sept 23
	
	Enforcement Powers

	Sept 30
	
	JAG

	Oct 7
	
	Courts Martial

	Oct 14
	
	MIDTERM

	Oct 21
	
	Laws of War

	Oct 28
	
	Military Commissions

	Nov 4
	
	Ethics of War

	Nov 11
	
	NO CLASS

	Nov 18
	
	Presentations

	Nov 25
	
	Presentations

	Dec 2
	
	Review/Catch up

	*Final Exam—CHECK UNIVERSITY TIMETABLE* 


