What You can do with a Major in Accounting


Provided by the University of South Florida St. Petersburg Career Center, Terrace 200, 727-873-4129  
Accounting involves the examination, organization, management and design of accurate recording and reporting procedures of financial and business transactions.  The study of accounting attempts to make the student aware of the various ways one can maintain accurate, up-to-date, financial and business practices.  Knowledge and implementation of good accounting procedures are required if financial or business success is to be realized, whether it be for an individual, family or business.  A few of the major specializations include public, management,  tax, general, property, systems, forensic, cost, government, budget accounting, and chief bank examiners.  
There are many career paths for accounting graduates, including positions with public accounting firms and private accounting positions with corporations, governmental, and not-for-profit entities. Many accounting graduates also pursue professional certifications, such as Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Certified Internal Auditor (CIA), and Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE). Each year, a number of accounting scholarships are available. Please refer to the department website and online catalog for more information. 
The State of Florida, like most states, requires a fifth year of education in order to sit for the CPA examination. Questions concerning the CPA examination should be directed to the faculty of the School of Accountancy.
Skills:



Ability to organize




Interpersonal skills
Ability to synthesize




Interpret facts & figures accurately

Abstract thinking


 

Legal knowledge

Analytical skills
                            

Logical problem solving       


Communication, written and oral


Mathematics


Computer knowledge




Motivation/initiative/drive


Decision making 




Objectivity

Possible Employment Settings:

Banks/financial institutions



Government 


Accounting firms




Industry

Consulting firms




Non-profit organizations

Occupational Opportunities:

Actuary





FBI or CIA Agent


Auditor





Financial Analyst

Bank Examiner




IRS Investigator

Benefits Administrator



Internal Auditor

Budget Accountant




Loan Administrator
Certified Public Accountant



Management
Claims Adjuster



Personal Finance Manager

Computer Systems Analyst



Securities Broker

Controller



Systems Analyst

Cost Accountant



Underwriter

Consumer Credit Officer










Typical Work Activities:

Interact with computers, verify financial records, analyze and interpret data

Design and maintain systems to gather financial and related information
Accumulate and summarize information, install budget control systems
Conduct examinations of financial statements

Compilation and review of financial information
Tax return and supporting document preparation

Devise a reporting system for better control and decision making  

Determine the financial effects of projected management actions aimed at 

achieving organization objectives
Internet Sites:
Account Manager




www.accountmanager.com

Accounting Classified




www.accountingclassifieds.com

Accounting Jobsite.com



www.accountingjobsite.com
Career Bank





www.careerbank.com
Career Information




www.acinet.org/acinet






www.collegegrad.com/
U.S. Department of Labor



www.bls.gov/oco/
O*NET Dictionary of Occupational Titles

http://online.onetcenter.org/

Solomon-Page Group




www.spgjobs.com
Professional Organizations:

American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business
www.aacsb.edu
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

www.aicpa.org
American Society of Women Accountants


www.aswa.org

Council for Accountancy and Taxation


www.acatcredentials.org

Information Systems Audit and Control Assn.

www.isaca.org
Institute of Management Accountants


www.imanet.org
National Association of Black Accountants


www.nabainc.org
National Society of Accountants 



www.nsacct.org
The Institute of Internal Auditors



www.theiia.org
Visit USFSP Career Center  
           www.stpt.usf.edu/saffairs/CCC
Frances Counter

frances@usf..edu
Current Address                                                                                                 Permanent Address

1234 Bryant Drive                                                                                             99 Peachtree Blvd.

Statesboro, GA 30458
Largo, FL 33708
   
   Atlanta, GA 34567                                                               

912.681.0000
727-555-3333

                                                                                       404-555-6789

Objective
To secure an accounting position with a regional CPA firm

(Optional)

Education
Bachelor of Science, Accounting


University of South Florida St. Petersburg, May 20XX



Major:  Accounting



Minor:  Management Information Systems


GPA:  3.25/4.00

Computer
Microsoft Office; Lotus Smart Suite; Quattro Pro; Quicken Books; Internet and 

Skills

e-mail

Relevant
Internship/Student Auditor, summer 20XX

Experience
Georgia Department of Audits/Medicaid Division, Atlanta, GA

· Performed audits of companies who provide services to Medicaid recipients

· Determined whether the providers complied with program regulations

· Prepared and maintained work papers

· Interviewed provider personnel

· Prepared audit reports explaining the results of audits



Temporary Employee, summer 20XX



Snelling Personnel Services, Statesboro, GA

· Worked as bookkeeper for a local civic organization

· Maintained the ledgers and oversaw a budget of $35,000

Other 

Sales Associate, Oct. 20XX-present


Experience
Chico’s, St. Petersburg, FL








· Sell men’s and women’s fashion apparel

· Maintain sales quota each quarter

· Balance cash drawer each evening and make weekend deposits

Honors/
Student Business Organization member (20XX – present)
Activities


