[image: image1.png]



The University Seal
Christopher F. D’Elia, Ph.D.
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

August 26, 2007
I have the pleasant duty of introducing our incoming class – the class of 2011 – to the Official Seal of the University of South Florida that you see behind me. Today, I hope to help you understand its significance so that you may appreciate the Seal while you are here as students and as alumni in the future.  

So where did this Seal come from? In 1958, the first president of the University of South Florida, Dr. John Allen, commissioned Henry Gardner to design and create the official seal for the University.  I wish I had a way to turn back the clock to hear the discussions they must have had as they collaborated nearly five decades ago on this important project.
Realize that this seal is not a logo, which is something that merely provides graphical identity.  I would not be here right now telling you about a logo unless perhaps I were a marketing, graphic design or communications professor – and I am not.  Rather, the Seal is a graphic symbol that represents the core values and ideals of the University. In a way, it depicts the very essence of USF, and what it stands for.
Five major elements are included in USF’s seal: the sun, a lamp, the globe, and the inscribed words “Truth” and “Wisdom.”  Each element has its own significance, but together they paint a larger portrait of the University’s direction and vision.  I imagine that you can easily conjure up your own interpretation of the meaning of these elements, but let me share mine with you.
President Allen clearly wanted a symbol to portray education on a global level, perhaps because only a little more than a decade before the Seal was commissioned our nation was embroiled in a horrific world war for the second time in its history.
That dreadful war interrupted or ended the education of many university students, but it ironically fostered the education of many more who would never have entered college unless the post war GI Bill had been there to support returning soldiers. This student funding helped to set the stage for the expansion of public higher education in the U.S. that led to the establishment of USF in 1956.
Inasmuch as politically and religiously driven discord in distant lands still reminds us that war on Earth is all too often a grisly feature of our lives, we also know that the world is shrinking because of global trade, satellite communications, the internet, and so on.  This was not the case 50 years ago.
Your generation is perhaps the first ever that will need to embrace a truly global perspective, because you will compete directly with others around the world for jobs, economic parity, and equal standard of life.  Indeed, global climate itself will be in your generation’s hands as well.
You can tell that I am someone with a very global perspective, but let me move on from that topic as I am allotted only so much time.  The next elements in the seal, the sun and the lamp can both represent enlightenment through education, which is the main reason we are all here today - and why some people like me have never left college.  The sun also gives life to all things, and the lamp signifies learning.  

But life and learning per se are not sufficient, and the Seal conveys that message. Truth must be sought as well, and wisdom must be gained to use knowledge learned wisely.  I note that these words are inscribed on the Seal in English.  Neither the Latin words veritas, for truth, nor sapientia, for wisdom, appear as they do in some other universities’ seals.  Think about that for a minute.

This suggests to me that Allen and Gardner wanted to ensure that the meaning of these words would be unambiguously recognized by all who see the Seal.
Those of us here on the faculty of this wonderful institution cannot cause you to come to know the truth or instill wisdom in you.  We are merely here to help light your path along the way.  It is your job as a budding scholar to seek the truth and to gain wisdom.  We can give you the tools to do this, but you must use them.  That will require some effort on your part, but that effort will be rewarded handsomely.  So whenever you see the Official Seal, remember that.
I congratulate you on your admission to USF St. Petersburg and your matriculation here as a student.  I think you have made a very sound choice to come here to college.  Clearly, you are on your way to gaining wisdom! You will have a small college experience in a big university system.
As we are fond of saying here, “you will know your professors, and your professors will know you.”  Take every advantage of that special benefit of a USF St. Petersburg education.
On behalf of the faculty and staff of the University of South Florida St. Petersburg I welcome you here, and wish you all the best in the next four years.
Thank you for your attention.
Now I ask the incoming freshman class to stand.
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