FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. Who is eligible for Bearly Sick?

Employee’s children, ranging in age from 8 weeks through 14 years, from the Bayfront Medical Center and companies that have a contract with Bearly Sick (USF St. Petersburg) who are mildly ill or recuperating from surgery or an accident.  

2. How do I enroll my child into Bearly Sick?

Before you bring your child to Bearly Sick, you must preregister.  The needed forms are available in the Human Resources Office at USF St. Petersburg.   You must also include a copy of your child’s immunization record.

3. Do I need permission to bring my child to Bearly Sick?

YES!  You must call Bearly Sick at 893-6789 before you bring your child to the sick care unit.  The nurse will tell you if there is space available for your child and if their illness is appropriate for admission.  When you arrive at Bearly Sick, a brief medical evaluation will be done before your child is admitted.

4. How early can I call Bearly Sick to request admission for my child?

You may call and leave a message on the voice mail after 6 p.m. for the following day.  The nurse arrives at 6 a.m. and will begin returning calls for the day’s admissions at that time.

5. What should I bring with my child to Bearly Sick?

Bring any medication your child may need during the day, and an extra change of clothes if needed.  Bring a pair of socks, if not wearing them, as most children take their shoes off.  They may bring any toy, video, blanket or stuffed animal that makes them feel more at home.  (Please do not bring loud toys or toys with small pieces.)  Infants need to have disposable diapers and wipes, formula, bottles and baby food with baby spoon and bib.  Toddlers need a sippy cup.

6. Does my child have to be current on his/her immunizations?
YES!  Infants are required to have their first immunization series before being admitted to Bearly Sick, other children must be up to date.  A copy of the immunization record must be on file with the pre-registration form.  Obtain immunization records from your child’s doctor.  As your child receives updates on immunization, remember to send Bearly Sick a copy!

7. What if my child is on medication?

If your child is on medication that has been prescribed by a physician, or needs over-the-counter medications, you must bring the medicine in its original container.  The staff will administer the medication if the proper consent form has been signed.  Over-the-counter medications will only be administered as per the manufacturer’s instructions on the container.  If the medication is to administer other than manufacturer’s instructions, Bearly Sick needs a prescription from your child’s physician.  Bearly Sick does administer nebulizer (breathing) treatments.  You need to bring the nebulizer.

8. Will my child receive medical care at Bearly Sick?

Treatment by a physician is not provided for Bearly Sick patients.  You may pick your child up from Bearly Sick and take them out to a doctor’s appointment, and then bring them back to Bearly Sick for the remainder of the day.

9. What about meals?

A cold breakfast is available for your child (ex. Cereal, milk, juice, yogurt, fruit).  A hot lunch is provided at no extra charge.  You have the option of packing a lunch if you desire (refrigeration is available).  Baby formula and bottles must be supplied by the parent.  If your little one is on jar baby food, you must bring this in also.

10.   Will I be able to visit my child during the day at Bearly Sick?

There is no visiting during nap time – 12:00 noon through 2:00 p.m. – unless prearranged with staff.  You are welcome to visit any other time during the day.  You may call any time to check on or talk to your child.

11.   If my child gets sick at school, can I bring them to Bearly Sick?

Yes, call ahead.  If Bearly Sick has the space available, they will go through the same prescreening process.
12. What is the charge for a day at Bearly Sick?

For each child provided sick child care services, USF St. Petersburg employees will pay $50 per day for greater than 4 hours of care and $30 per day for less than 4 hours of care.
