UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

Faculty Council Meeting

December 6, 2002;  9:30 a.m.

MINUTES 

Present:  Bob Dardenne, Jim Fellows, Margaret Hewitt, Steve Micklo, Tina Neville, Mark Pezzo

Absent: Jim Spence, David Naar

Technology and Equipment:

Mark Pezzo raised a faculty concern regarding the teaching equipment in the classrooms.  Several professors have told him that the TV monitors available in the rooms are not sufficient for their teaching needs.  Mark asked how the faculty could have better input into decisions on the equipment that is used in the classrooms.  The campus audiovisual department recently sent out a survey to the faculty asking about their equipment needs but some members of the faculty did not realize the intent of the survey and did not respond.  If the Faculty Council sent out a survey to the faculty, would it carry more weight?

After discussing this issue at length, it was determined that we need data on the extent of the problem.  How many faculty members are concerned about this issue?  What are the actual needs?   If there isn’t enough money available in the campus budget to put ceiling-mounted data projectors and additional updated equipment into every classroom, where should the new equipment be placed?

Since much of the concern seems to be coming from the College of Arts & Sciences, Mark will bring the issue to the CAS Council.  He will report back to the FC if the problem appears to be widespread and the FC will consider issuing a survey to the entire faculty.

College Council/Library Reports:

Education (Margaret Hewitt):  Winston Bridges will be attending the next COE Council meeting to discuss the role of the Council.  The COE Council is currently working on getting various procedures formalized.  They have established their program and curriculum committee. The annual review committee continues to work on review procedures.

Business (Jim Fellows):  The College of Business Administration (COBA) has formally changed its name to the College of Business (COB).  The Dean search is underway.  The Council has adopted a charter and they are currently working on tenure/promotion procedures and travel allocation procedures.  They have established committees for curriculum review and for tenure and promotion.  COB will be conducting outcomes assessment activities as part of their final exams.

Arts & Sciences (Mark Pezzo):  The CAS Council has presented a proposal to Darryl Paulson that would divide the College into four working groups.  Each working group will be relatively uniform in size and will include at least one senior faculty member.  They have also been working on travel allocation procedures.  Instructor and lecturer lines are included in their travel procedures.  The CAS Council does not yet have annual review or curriculum review committees established.  

Library (Tina Neville):  The library faculty developed procedures for annual review earlier in the semester.  Current emphasis is on outcomes assessment.

Committee Assignments:

Bob Dardenne agreed to chair the research/library council during the time it takes to evaluate the research proposals. The committee will elect its permanent chair later.  They are evaluating the research proposals that have been submitted for campus funding.  Seven grants will be awarded to senior faculty and seven grants to junior faculty.

Steve Micklo asked about the status of the Undergraduate/Graduate Council.  On January 9, 2003, the College of Education will have three new courses that will be ready for campus-wide review.  Bob will look into which task force is addressing curriculum and will see that the Undergrad/Grad Council is activated.

Annual Review, Promotion and Tenure guidelines:

The latest drafts of the campus annual review guidelines, the campus tenure and promotion document and information on the USF 2001/2002 Performance Bonus Plan were distributed to the FC.  Comments should be sent to Bob.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

