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The Library Committee meets infrequently, but we engaged in a couple of significant activities over the past couple of years. First, on 19 January 2007, USF President Judy Genshaft circulated a memo indicating that USF intended to search for a Library Dean who would oversee the entire USF Library system—including the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library here on the USF St. Pete campus. Given the Florida Legislature’s clear direction from several years ago that USF St. Pete pursue separate accreditation, the Library Committee met and concluded that if our campus Library Dean had to report to anyone off campus—this would threaten our accreditation with the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). The Library Committee drafted the following statement and read it aloud at a “town hall meeting” on 16 February 2007 where President Genshaft and the Chair of the USF Board of Trustees (Lee Arnold) attempted to present their view of the forthcoming strategic plan for the University system.

“The USF St. Petersburg Campus Library Committee was stunned to learn of recent action initiated on the USF Tampa campus that would force the Dean of the St. Petersburg campus’s Nelson Poynter Memorial Library to surrender all significant decision making authority to a Tampa-based supervisor. We believe such action seriously threatens the St. Petersburg campus’s compliance for SACS accreditation as mandated by the Florida Legislature in 2002. We further believe that loss of local control over the St. Petersburg campus library threatens to seriously weaken this library, particularly its ability to meet student and curricular needs. It is our collective view that the Dean of the Poynter Library in St. Petersburg has made significant progress in meeting local student and faculty needs ever since the Legislature mandated local control of the Poynter Library—and that loss of such control would be disastrous for students and faculty.”

Second, the USF St. Petersburg Faculty Senate asked the USFSP Library Committee to develop a clearly articulated charge for the committee to be posted on the University’s web site. The Library Committee met in early 2008 to determine its charge and came up with the following:

“The USF St. Petersburg Library Committee shall consist of representatives of the following groups: the Colleges of Education, Business, and Arts & Science; and a representative of the Administrative & Professional employees on campus. The Dean of the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library shall serve as an Ex-Officio member of the Library Committee, and, as a courtesy to our colleagues in the neighboring College of Marine Science, the Library Committee Chair shall extend an invitation to a representative of the College of Marine Science to attend scheduled Library Committee meetings. The USFSP Library Committee shall report to the USFSP Faculty Senate. The Committee shall serve as a liaison between USF St. Petersburg campus constituent groups, the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library and Instructional Technology Services. The Committee shall also serve as an advocate regarding significant issues and concerns related to the Library and its operations.”
The Committee also attempted to clarify exactly who should be on the committee and what campus groups should be represented on the Committee. Sudsy Tschiderer argued that the committee ought to include representatives of additional campus constituencies; but Chris Meindl contended that the committee’s purpose was not to inform serve as a conduit of information to all campus groups. The committee voted to limit committee membership to representatives of all three colleges, a representative of the Administrative and Professional (A&P) staff members—and that the Dean of the Nelson Poynter Library would serve as a Ex-Officio member of the committee. Furthermore, the committee decided to invite a member of the College of Marine Science to participate in all committee meetings.
The Library Committee took no other action and had no other meetings in 2007 or 2008.
