UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

Faculty Senate Meeting

Friday October 17, 2008

Library Conference Room
Present: 
David Carr, Tom Carter, Larry Johnson, Patricia Pettijohn, Philip Trocchia, and Brie Reck

Guests:
Noreen Noonan, Annette Harmon 
1.
Chair David Carr called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.
2.
Dr. Noonan gave a report on the Chancellor's goals.

A.
100% compliance with SACS

B.
Physical plant projects, including the Science and Technology building, the Central Lawn Project, and a renovation to the fitness center.

C.
An increase in diversity and an improvement in the climate with respect to diversity.

D.
Continued full occupancy of the residence hall.

E.
Implement actions to attain the initial goals of the strategic plan

F.
Implementation of the recruitment plan.

G.
Retention initiatives.

H.
Board of Trustees approval for the strategic plan and the campus master plan.

I.
The formation of a parents' organization.

J.
Increase private fundraising to $3 million

K.
Increased funded research

3.
David Carr gave a report on the USF Intercampus Faculty Council meeting—there is a request from other regional campuses for information on our tenure and promotion process.

4.
The minutes of the previous meeting were given grudging approval.

5.
We discussed the timing of faculty committee formation.  A motion was made, seconded, and given approval to ask the committee on committees to initiate the process to fill committees starting in the March of the preceding academic year.

6.
We discussed instructor work loads.  We ask the college councils to seek to avoid untoward demands on instructors (an example would be teaching a 4-4 load with significant service).

7.
We discussed the faculty raise pool with Dr. Noonan.

8.
In response to a complaint from the faculty, we discussed some IS/AV issues. A motion was made, seconded, and given approval to look into the process of creating a faculty senate committee to deal with technology and distance learning.  Also, the chair was given the charge of finding information on having a faculty ombudsman.  Dr. Noonan informed us that calls to the IT help desk will be forwarded if not answered.  She also told us that she would seek to coordinate the staff when there are multiple responsibilities involved.
9.
We discussed the USFSP faculty representation on system, USF-Tampa, and other committees.  Dr. Noonan will gather information on such.

10.
We discussed the coordination of service assignments, with assignments from outside of the respective colleges going through the college Deans.

11.
We discussed the actions and plans of the General Education Committee.  

12.
Dr. Noonan has little information so far on assessment-related fees.

13.
Annette Harmon told us of a plan to sell bricks to graduating students and retiring faculty around fountains, etc. in the new central lawn area.  We are go to back to our college councils to seek suggestion on ways of using the profits (scholarships, etc.).  

14.
On line courses (best practices, et al) are a subject that fits with the possible new committee dealing with technology and distance learning (point 8).

15. 
After college/libraries reports, we adjourned.
SUMMARY OF MOTIONS:
Motions were made, seconded, and approved to 
A.
accept the minutes from last meeting.

B.
ask the committee on committees to initiate the process to fill committees starting in the March of the preceding academic year.

C.
look into the process of creating a faculty senate committee to deal with technology and distance learning.  

Grudgingly Submitted, 

Tom Carter

