UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

Faculty Senate Meeting

Friday February 20, 2009
Library Conference Room
Present: 
David Carr, Tom Carter, Patricia Pettijohn, Philip Trocchia, Brie Reck, and Melanie Ann Riedinger-Whitmore
Guests:
Ashok Dhingra, Jim Grant, Margaret Sullivan 
1.
Vice-Chair Brie Reck called the meeting to order at 11:08 a.m.
Announcements

2.
Margaret Sullivan gave us an update on SACS and on the SACS "dry run" on March 9-10.  Faculty senators need to be available on those dates.

3.
We reviewed an interim report from the General Education committee.

4.
There is a general faculty meeting April 10, topics and times unknown.
5.
The IFC (Intercampus Faculty Council) meets to discuss intercampus issues.  It is useful when USF-Tampa actions have impacts on others, such as USFSP.

6.
The Final Friday Forum is set for 10:00 AM February 27.
7.
Jim Grant, Director of Facilities and Construction, gave a presentation on the USFSP campus master plan.
Action Items
8.
Last month's minutes were "Very Professional," "A true landmark in minute-taking," "Awesome, just plain awesome" according to some senators (OK, the last two were me).  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept last month's minutes.  

9.
We need members for the Faculty Technology Committee.  David Carr will get names from the chairs of the college councils.

New Items
10.
David will draft a letter regarding administrative appointments procedures.

11.
The university has opted out of social security for part-time employees and instead those employees contribute to a defined contribution plan with Bencor.  This would likely hurt some workers.  David Carr will discuss this at the next IFC meeting.  Later, the faculty senate may talk with HR and/or  Margaret Sullivan.

12.
Faculty senators are to talk with those in their colleges about principles and priorities regarding budgets.  

13.
Regarding the 5% technology fee, all USF students pay into a central fund.  There could potentially be benefits if USFSP students paid into a USFSP fund.  We will wait and see how things go this first time around.  If we see problems with equity, we may communicate with the campus board about the situation.
14.
We discussed filling some vacancies in three committees:  General Education, Enrollment Management, and Sabbatical.

15.
Sometimes, faculty were not informed of certain faculty awards until after important deadlines had passed.  Also, we discussed equity issues in the dollar amounts of teaching awards.

16.
After college reports, we adjourned.

SUMMARY OF MOTION:
A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the minutes from last meeting.

Very Professionally Submitted,

Tom Carter

